





24% The Free-Hotper. 


Folly and Ingratitude of thofe Men, who 12. 
bour to difturb Him in the midft of thefe His 
Royal Cares, and to mifreprefent His generous 
En deavours for the Good of His People. 








SL I 
N°. 42. Monday, May 14. 


O Fortunatos Mercatores ! ----Hor. 


Everal Authors have written on the Advan- 

tage of Trade in general ; which is indeed 
fo copious a Subject, that as it is impoffible to 
exhantt it ina fhort Difcourfe, fo it is very dif- 
ficult to obferve any thing new upon it. | 
fhall, therefore, only confider Trade in this Pa- 
per, as it is abfolutely neceflary and eilcntial to 
the Safety, Strength, and Profperity of ourown 
Nation. 

In the firft Place, as we are an Ifland accom- 
modated on all Sides with convenient Ports, 
and encompafled with navigable Seas, we fhould 
be inexcufable, if we did not make thefe Blel- 
fings of Providence and Advantages of Nature 
turn to their proper Account. The mott cele- 
brated Merchants in the World, and thofe who 
make the greateft Figure in Antiquity, were 
fituated in the little [land of Zyre, which, by 
the prodigious Increafe of itsWealth and Strength 
at Sea, did very much influence the moft conil- 
derable Kingdoms and Empires on the neigh- 
bouring Continent, and gave birth to the Car- 
thaginians, who afterwards exceeded all othet 
Nations in Naval Power. The old Zyre was 
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indeed feated on the Continent, from whence 
the Inhabitants, after having been befieged by 
the Great King of Afyria for the Space of thir- 
teen Years, withdrew themfelves and their Ef- 
feéts into the Ifland of Zyre; where, by the Be- 
nefit of fucha Situation, a Trading People were 
enabled to hold out for many Ages againft the 
Attempts of their Enemies, and became the 
Merchants of the World. 

Further ; as an Ifland, we are acceflible on 
every Side, and expofed to perpetual Invafions ; 
againft which itis impoflibleto fortity ourfelves 
fufficiently, without fuch a Power at Sea, as is 
not to be kept up, but bya People who flourifh 
in Commerce. To which we mult add, that 
our inland ‘Towns being deftitute of Fortificati- 
ons, itis our indifpenfable Concern to’preterve 
this our Naval Strength, which is as a general 
Bulwark to the Britifh Nation. } 

Befides ; as an Ifland, it has not been thought 
agreeable to the true Briti/h Policy to make Ac- 
quifitions upon the. Continent. In lieu, there- 
fore, of fuch an Increafe of Dominion, it is our 
Bulinefs to exténd to the utmoft our Trade and 

avigation. By this means, we reap the Advan- 
tages of Conqueft, without Violence or Inju- 
tice; we not only ftrengthen ourfelves, but 
gain the Wealth of our Neighbours in an ho- 
net Way; and, without any Ad of Hottility, 
lay the feveral Nations of the World under a 
kind of Contribution. : 

Secondly, Trade is fitted to the Nature of our 
Countrey, as it abounds with a.great Profution 
of Commodities of its own Growth very col- 
venient for other Countries, and is naturally 
deftirute of many Things fuired to the Exigen- 
ces, Ornaments and Pleafures of Life, which 
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may be fetched from foreign Parts. But, that 
which is more particularly to be remarked, our 
Britifo Produéts are of fuch Kinds and Quan- 
tities, as can turn the Balance of Trade to our 
Advantage, and enable us to fell more to Fo- 
reigners, than we have occalion to buy from 
them. . 

To this we muft add, that by extending a 
well-regulated Trade, we are as great Gainers 
by the Commodities of many other Countries, 
as by thofe of our own Nation ; and by {up- 
plying foreign Markets with the Growth and 
Manufactures of the moft diftant Regions, we 
receive the fame Profit from them, as if they 
were the Produce of our own Ifland. 

Thirdly, We are nota little obliged to Trade, 
as it has been a great Means of civiizing our 
Nation, and banifhing out of it all the Remains 
of its antient Barbarity. There are many bitter 
Sayings againft Iflanders in general, reprefent- 
ing them as fierce, treacherous, and inhofpita- 
ble. Thofe who live on the Continent have 
fuch Opportunities of a frequent Intercourie 
with Men of different Religions and Langua- 
ges, and who live under different Laws and 
Governments, that they become more kind, 
benevolent, and open-hearted to their Fellow- 
Creatures, than thofe who are the Inhabitants 
of an Ifland, that hath not fuch Converfations 
with the reft of the Species. Cafar’s Obterva- 
tion upon our Fore-fathers is very much to our 
prefent Purpofe; who remarks, “That thofe of 
"em that lived upon the Coaft, or in Sea 
Port Towns, were much more Civilized, than 
thofe who had their Dwellings in the Inland 
Countrey, by reafon of frequent Communica 
tions with their Neighbours on the Continent. 
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In the laft Place. Trade is abfolutely necef- 
fary for us, as Our Countrey is very populous. 
It employs Multitudes of Hands both by Sea 
and Land, and furnifhes the pooreft of our Fel- 
low Subjects with the Opportunities of gaining 
an honett Livelihood. ‘The skilful or induftri- 
ous find their Account in it: And many, who 
have no fixed Property in the Soil of our Coun- 
trey, can make themfelves Matters of as confi- 
derable Eftates, as thofe who have the greateft 
Portions of the Land defcending to them by 
Inheritance. ' 

If what has been often charged upon us by our 
Neighbours has any Truth in it, That we are 
prone to Sedition and delight in Change, there 
is no Cure more proper for this Evil than 
Trade, which thus fupplies Bufinefs to the A- 
Ctive, and Wealth tothe Indigent. When Men 
are eafy in their Circumftances, they are natu- 
tally Enemies to Innovations: And indeed we 
fee in the Courfe of our Exglifb Hiftories , ma- 
ny of our popular Commotions have taken their 
Rife from the Decay of fome Branch of Com- 
merce, which created Difconténts among Per- 
fons concerned inthe Manufaétures of the King- 
dom. When Men are fowred with Poverty, 
and unemployed, they eafily give into any Pro- 
{pe of Change, which may better their Conditi- 
On, and cannot make it much worfe. 

Since therefore it is manifeft, that the pro- 
moting of our Trade and Commerce is neceffa- 
ry and effential to our Security and Strength, 
Our Peace and Profperity, it is our particular 
Happinefs to fee a Monarch on the Throne, 
who is fenfible of the true Intereft of his King- 
doms, and applies himfelf with fo much Suc- 
cefs to the Advancement of our National Com- 
merce. M 3. The 
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The Reader may fee, in my lat Paper, the 
Advantages ‘which His Majetty has gained for 
us in our Spanifo Trade. Inthis, I thall give a 
short Account of thofe procured for us from 
the Axftrian Low-Countrics, by Virtue of the 
26th Article of the Barrier Treaty made at Avi- 
werp the 15th of November \att. 

This Branch of our Trade was regulated by a 
Tariff, or Declaration of the Duties of Import 
and Export in the Year 1670. which was {uper- 
feded by another made in 1680. that continued 
till this laft Tariff fettled in 1715. with His pre- 
fent Majefty. As for the two former, thole 
who are at the Pains of perufing them will find, 
the Tariff of 1670. laid higher Duties on feve- 
ral confiderable Branches of our Trade, than 
that of 1680, but in many Particulars, was more 
favourable to us than the latter. .Now, by the 
prefent, Tariff of 1715. thefe Duties are fixed 
and regulated for the future by thofe which 
were moft favourable in either of the former 
Tariffs: And all our Produéts and Manufa- 
étures (one only excepted, which I fhall name 
by and by) fettled upon rather an eafier foot 
than ever. 

Our Woollen Cloths, being the moft profita- 
ble Branch of our Trade into thefe Countrits, 
have by this means gained a very. confiderable 
Advantage. For the Tariff of 1680. having laid 
higher Duties upon the finer forts, and lower 
Duties on ordinary Cloth, than what were {et- 
tled in the Tariff of 1670. His Majefty has, by 
the prefent Treaty, reduced the Duties on the 
finer forts to the Tariff of 1670. and confirmed 
the Duties on ordinary Cloth according to the 
Lariff of 1680. Infomuch that this prefent Tarif 
of 1715. confidered, with relation to this — 
adi€ 
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able part of our Trade, reduces the Duties at 
teaft one fixth Part, fuppofing the Expcrtation 
of all forts to be equal. But as there is always 
a much greater Exportation of the ordinary 
Cloth, than of the finer forts, the: Reduétion 
of thefe Duties becomes {till much more conti- 
derable. 

We mutt farther obferve, that there had been 
feveral Innovations made to the Detriment ot 
the Engiifo Merchant fince the Tariff of 16$0. 
all which Innovations are now entirely fet alide 
upon every Species of Goods, except Butter , 
which is here particularly mentioned, becaufe 
we cannot be too minute and circumftantial in 
Accounts of this Nature. This Article howe- 
ver is moderated, and is rated in proportion to 
what has been, and is ftill to be, paid by the 
Dutch. 

As our Commerce with the Netherlands is thus 
fettled to the Advantage of our Br:ti/h Mer- 
chants, fo is it much to their Satistaétion: And 


if His Majefty, in the feveral fucceeding Parts | 


of his Reign (which we hope may be many 
Years prolonged) fhould advance our Com- 
merce in the {ame Proportion as he has alreaay 
done, we may expect to fee it in a more flou- 
tihing Condition, than under any of His Royal 
Anceftors. He feems to place his Greatne(s in 


the Riches and Profperity of his People; and 


what may we not hope from him ina Time of 
Quiet and Tranquillity? Since, during the late 
Diftrations, he has done fo much for the Ad- 
vantage of our Trade, when we could not rea- 
fonably expeét he fhould have been able to do 
any thing. 


M 4 N°43. 
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